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INPLICATIONS OF Wiﬂl-ﬁﬁﬂﬁl AMBIAH AXIS
I. Hotives:
A. New Egyptian-saudi axis is prompted by mutual interest
in creating cenmter of streangth to attract other Arab
atates away fr#a %estorn~supporteﬁ Turkish-Pakistani
pact and to presest a umifed front for dealingswith
the Yest.
1. Egyptian anivoa:
&. Desire to dominate any regional defense organiza-
tion which may come into beimg. Reflected in
Egyptian imsisatence all Arabs refrain from defense
Plans with Wemt until after Suez settlement.
b. Rivalry with Iraq for leadership of Arabs and
fear “Northera Tier" defense plans based on Turkish-
Pakistani pact favor Iraq and isolate Egypt.
2. Saudi Motives:

a. King Saud's desire assume role of Arab leador~~
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b. Adoption of increasing non-co~operatite sititude
with ¥est.

c. Bear.ef possible Irag-Jjordan unton--particularly

if Irag's position strcuctnandhy vestern Arme.

d. Strong anti-British gsentiment resulting from

Buraimi dispute and desire alignment with power ful

neighbor.
1X. ﬁiﬁi‘
A. New Alignment is feporteﬁ to provide for:
1. Creation of unified comaand of Egyptian and Saudi
armed forces and joint defense plans.

2. Standardization of Saudi arms with fgypt and con-~

struction of arme and ammunition plafe in Saudi Arabia.

3. Egyptian military mission to traim Saudi Armp.
4. Hutual defense arraaganants-wavcntually to include
Yemen and the Sudan.
B. To attract Jordan and possibly Lebanon into direct
cooperation.
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prime minister has also appeared.

&. To present s united stand in the Arab League and toward
the Peat for "unsettled” guestions.

I1X. Implications

4. Importamce of the axis is political rather thanp military.
Unlikely that the military aspect of sxis will be imple-
mented.

1. Egypt not in psition to make notable comtribution
to Saudi armed forces.

2. Saudi army nepligible as modern force,e.g. possesses
only 12 light artillery guns.

B. Egyptiap-Saudi pressure can be expected on Irag through
Arab League and other diplomatic chansels to preveat its
joining Turkish-pakistani pact.

¢. Imcreased propaganda agaipst any Arab state aligning itself

with the Test and promotion of the Arab League collective
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D. Newly faguaé axis might, however, disappear with settle-
mont of Suaz base. Egypt whdld then be more inclined to
work with ¥esi in order to obtain military assistance.

would probably permit Saudi Arabia to drift alone.
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